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On October 7, 1960, st & presentetion ceremony held at the Neval
duxiliary iLir Stetion, Reem Field, Imperial Besach, Californiz, four
Navy pilots snd three crewmen were honored with commendstions for their
partiecipetion in & ses-sir rescue which took place last Januery off the
eoest of Okinswa. Commender J. B. CABELL, Commsnding Officer of Heli-
copter Anti-Submorine Squadron SIX (BES-6), to which the men ore attached
made the presontetions.

Two of the squedron's pilots rcceived one of the Navy's highest
poceec-time owards, the Navy Commendetion Ribbon with Pendent. They ore
LCDR Horold CLLUSE (since trensferrcd to N4S Fellon, Nevcdan) cnd ITJG
Joe C. GREER, 26 of 980 Ebony Ste., Imperiol Beceh, Celifornic. Their
co=pilots, LCODR Robert Me MAZE (salso trrnsforred) snd ITJG Ben L.
DURRLNCE of 312 Dzhlis St., Imperic) Becch. and crewmen Robert L.
CUNNINGHiM of Des Pleines, Illinois, Ceorge B. SEYMOUR of Nework, New
Jersey, and Gery L. LANE of Muncie, Indiens, received letters of come-
mendstion from the Secreotery of the Nevy.

IT'JGC GREER's citastion rceds cs follows;:
*For outstending porformence of duty on tho night of 26 Jenusry
1960 while serving os Pilot in Holicopter inti-Submerine Squrdron
81X (BS-6), emborked in the U.S.S. KB RSLRGE (CVS-33) ot enchor
in Bucknor Boy, Okincwse Responding to ¢ request from tho U.S.S5.
MIDWAY (CVi-4l) for ossistsnco in rescuing survivors of ¢ swamped
MIDV. Y motor wheleboot, Licutonsnt(Junior Crade) GREER piloted
his holicopter in the foce of oxtromely sdverse snd hozerdous con=
ditions of roin, totsl dasrkness, low visibility, ¢nd gustincss in
conducting o low-level secrch for the victims. BSucecessful in
locrting end roturning onc survivor from cn islend ond in dircct-
ing surfrece creft to otheor victime in the weter, he alsc suc-
ceeded, while controlling his hovering helicoptcr on instruments,
in rescuing ond returning to the KELRS.RGE in two seporntc ocpor-
ations & total of six mon from their battered end floocded roscue
boat which had grounded on corsl rocefs in the dsrkness ond heevy
wectheres By his outstending sirmenship end elertness, Licutensnt
(Junior Grede) GREER rendered invelusble sssistence to the MIDW.LY
in the very difficult problem of controlling coperstions end in
proventing further loss of life, His professionel ecbility, ini-
tiotive, ond devoticn to Auty in the fece of greet personel risk
wore in kceping with the highest traditions of the Unitod Stetos
Noval Scrvicc,."®

Je/ W. B. FRLNKE
Secretory of the Navy

This is not the first time ITJGC GREER hcs teken pert in o noto-
worthy rescuc operrtion, ond Jenuery scems to bo the recurring meonth
in his cosc. It was in Jenuery 12958 thot he spotted the wrecksge of
o downed C~97 trensport noer Hewsii, ending o threc-dey search. On
Jonuory 7th, 1959, ofter an all-night scerch invelving sco onid oir
units of the Navy and Coast Guard off Point loma neer San Diego, he
Picked up the pilot of a jet plane who had e jected into the sea, He
has also participated extensively in severcl other rescue operstions
performed during the pest three years by his squedroen, whose primary
mission is to hunt down end destroy enomy submearines.

Before joining the squedron, Joo went through flight training at
Pensacola, Florids, where he wes nomed "Outstanding Nevel Avietion
Cadet® for the year of I957.

LTJG Ben Millikan, USNR
HS-6 Public Information Officer



